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Get ready to party at Best Dam Birthday Bash
By Nancy Zoellner

Imagine a summer-long 
birthday party that includes a 
record-breaking boat parade, 
fireworks that can be seen si-
multaneously around the en-
tire Lake, concerts, car shows 
and much, much more.

That’s exactly what will be 
taking place at Lake of the 
Ozarks this summer as Bag-
nell Dam’s 90th birthday in 
May – and Missouri’s bicen-
tennial (200th) birthday in 
August – are celebrated. Or-
ganizers promise it will be a 
party like no other.

Locally, a variety of events 
are in the works. For the Mis-
souri 2021 Bicentennial cel-
ebration, communities across 
the state are hosting events in-
cluding exhibits, photography 
contests, and festivals. One 
group is creating a Missouri 
Bicentennial Time Capsule 
which local officials are plan-
ning to participate in. Many 
events will be in August coin-
ciding with the Missouri State 
Fair and the actual date Mis-
souri was founded, August 10. 

“We’re still working out 
some of the logistics but with 
the boat parade, boats will 
be divided in categories by 
the size of the boat, with the 
smallest in front. We’re pro-
posing that it will start at the 
19-mile marker and travel at 
idle speed to the 26-or-27-mile 
marker. The regatta permit 
has been filed with the state 
but has not been approved yet 
so I can’t say that for sure – but 
we’re hopeful,” said Lagina 

Fitzpatrick, interim director 
of the Lake of the Ozarks Con-
vention and Visitor Bureau 
and one of the party planners.

Parade organizers hope 
to beat the Guinness Book of 
World Records Longest Boat 
Parade. Currently the world 
record is held in Malaysia with 
1,180 boats. “We need every-
one's help to break this re-
cord. We will have registration 
information soon but mark 
your calendars to participate 
so we can bring this record 
not only to the United States 
but to Lake of the Ozarks,” a 
Facebook post reads.

If organizers can pull it to-
gether, a representative from 
Guinness will be on hand to 
count the boats.

Fitzpatrick said a $25 per-
boat registration fee will be 
charged to participate. That 
will include one “Best Dam 
Boat Parade” souvenir T-shirt. 
Additional shirts will be avail-
able for purchase. Details will 
be released as soon as they 
are available, Fitzpatrick said, 
adding that proceeds from the 
fee and shirt sales will be used 
to offset expenses of the cel-
ebration, including fireworks.

Matt Sutcliff, owner of 
Bear Bottom Resort in Sun-
rise Beach and president and 
CEO of Premier Pyrotechnics 
in Richland, is handling that 
part of the celebration and 
promised it will be a show like 
Missouri has never seen be-
fore.

“The overview of the plans 
is that we’re going to have 

shoot sites roughly every 4 
miles from Bagnell Dam to 
the 44-mile marker - so 44 
miles of fireworks displays – 
and they’ll be shot so every 
site is choreographed to mu-
sic, which will be playing si-
multaneously. The people out 
in their boats, in their vehicles 
or at one of the venues will be 
able to see at least two, if not 
three, displays and all hear 
the same music at the same 
time,” Sutcliff said. “It’s going 
to be massive, and it’s really 
great that it will take place on 
August 10, a Tuesday, at a time 
that things typically start 
winding down. I anticipate 
that every bed in the entire 
Lake area will be booked and 
people will be staying as far 
away as Jefferson City so they 
can drive down and be part of 
it.”

Other activities include car 
shows, an air show, and a con-
cert at Lake Ozark Amphithe-
ater.

“One thing we’ve learned 
over this past year is that our 
community can certainly 
come together quickly, stay 
united, and support efforts 
that impact our area as a 
whole,” K.C. Cloke, executive 
director for the Camdenton 
Chamber of Commerce, said. 
“What started as an idea back 
in January has now turned 
into a season-long celebra-
tion with many great events 
in store offered throughout 
the Lake region. We have so 
many incredible communi-
ties within our Lake area, I 

think it would be great to see 
this Birthday Bash celebration 
extend activities showcasing 
each city and town we have. 
Lake of the Ozarks has gained 
a far bigger audience over the 
last year, let’s give them an-
other reason to join us for an-
other visit!”

Lake area businesses are 
encouraged to brainstorm to 
come up with their own event, 
offer specials, or to participate 
by hanging banners and signs 
which are being made to pro-
mote the Best Dam Birthday 
Bash. 

More information can be 
found at Best Dam Birthday 
Bash on Facebook, bestdam-
birthdaybash.com, and mis-
souri2021.org.

The calendar of events cur-
rently includes:

• Guinness World Records 
Boat Parade, June 12 at 11 a.m.

• Best Dam Car Show, June 
12, featuring all makes and 
models brought in from all 
over the region.

• Plein Air Competition, Au-
gust 9-13

• Best Dam Fireworks Show, 
August 10

• Fun Run/Walk 5K, August 
10 at 10 a.m. Held at Old Kin-
derhook, the 3.1-mile course 
will wind through the prop-
erty. 

• Best Dam Ice Cream Cel-
ebration, August 10. Stop by 
your favorite local ice cream 
shop to enjoy the state’s of-
ficial dessert — the ice cream 
cone. 
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Armchair 
Pilot
By Nancy Zoellner

ONE IN FIVE travelers are 
women discovering the world 
alone. To help them stay safe, 
Trip Advisor created a list of 
safety tips: When meeting with 
locals, pick safe spots – book-
stores, galleries, churches – 
places where people tend to 
congregate while enjoying con-
versation. Dress modestly, fol-
low local customs and always 
carry a scarf or shawl to quickly 
cover up. Wear a wedding ring 
to ward off unwanted advances 
but don’t wear flashy jewelry, 
and always keep your purse 
in your lap when seated at a 
restaurant or on public trans-
portation. Keep personal iden-
tification – driver’s license and 
passport – on your person in 
an internal pocket. Don’t walk 
alone at night – have your hotel 
or the restaurant call a cab for 
you – and always carry a busi-
ness card from the hotel where 
you’re staying in case your 
driver doesn’t speak English. 
Finally, “carry yourself like you 
own the place,” but never carry 
more than you can run with. 

THE PRICE of the plane ticket 
should determine your next 
vacation destination. That’s 
just one of the tips provided by 
Scott Keys, co-owner of Scott’s 
Cheap Flights, in a Travel and 
Leisure magazine article. Keyes 
and his team members seek out 
deals, then share those deals 
with subscribers in a newsletter 
or via email. Another tip - don’t 
fall for advertised fares “be-
cause the truly good fares sell 
and market themselves.” Also – 
don’t believe the lie that cheap, 
last-minute fares are possible. 
Keys said because business 
travelers frequently book at 
the last minute, “airlines will 
actually boost fares when the 
departure date looms.” The 
real deals come through mis-
take fares – prices that airlines 
publish by accident. Those are 
shared exclusively with Scott’s 
Cheap Flights’ premium mem-
bers, who pay $49 a year for ac-
cess to those deals, as well as 
deals for peak seasons, cheap 
flights to Hawaii and Alaska, 
and early review of the deals 
free members see.

THOSE WITH AN EYE for 
fashion might want to pick up 
copies of “Kyoto” by Mayumi 
Hosokura and “Normandie” 

by Jean Moral, the two new-
est additions to Louis Vuitton’s 
“Fashion Eye” series. As with 
the other titles in the series, 
these books reveal a country, a 
region, a city, or a destination 
“through the gaze of a fashion 
photographer.” You can find 
out when and where the books 
will be available by visiting 
https://us.louisvuitton.com/
eng-us/homepage. According 
to Travel and Leisure, for those 
looking for an “extra special 
version” of the “Travel Books”, 
30 copies numbered and signed 
by the artist will be available in 
select Louis Vuitton stores.

THOSE LONGING to head to 
open seas will be happy to learn 
Celebrity Cruises recently an-
nounced it will resume Carib-
bean and European sailings in 
June. Bookings for the cruises 
are now open. The European 
sailings will kick off the sched-
ule with a seven-night cruise 
to Greece on its new Celebrity 
Apex, which features 16 decks 
and is capable of carrying up 
to 2,910 passengers. The Carib-
bean cruise will depart from 
Sint Maartin, part of the King-
dom of the Netherlands which 
occupies the southern part of a 
Caribbean island shared with 
Saint Martin. All passengers 
and crew members older than 
18 – on all cruise ships – must be 
vaccinated against COVID-19; 
those younger than 18 will be 
required to provide negative 
test results before boarding. 
The requirements are part of 
the health and safety measures 
laid out by the “Healthy Sail 
Panel.” Meanwhile, Norwe-
gian Cruise Line Holdings Ltd. 
– which operates Norwegian 
Cruise Line, Oceania Cruises 
and Regent Seven Seas Cruises 
– announced it has canceled 
all departures through June 
30, 2021 in order to “meet the 
requirements of the framework 
to resume sailing by the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC).”

THOSE STILL CONCERNED 
about COVID-19 might want to 
consider vacationing at a na-
tional park in Alaska. According 
to an article on the Travel Pulse 
website, ESTA America ana-
lyzed national parks all around 
the country to figure out how 
many visitors frequented each 
park per square kilometer, 
then ranked the parks by their 
population densities. They 
found that the quietest parks 
were “overwhelmingly located 
in Alaska, making this state a 
great option for socially dis-

tant travel.” The study showed 
Big Bend in Texas, Voyageurs 
in Michigan and Death Valley 
in California and Nevada also 
hosted low numbers of tourists.

THE “DUMB FLYER AWARD” 
should certainly go to the pas-
senger who attempted to open 
an emergency door on a March 
24 Spirit Airlines flight - while 
the aircraft was mid-air. Flyer 
Talk reports that the incident 
occurred after the flight left 
Cleveland Hopkins Interna-
tional Airport for Los Angeles 
International Airport. Others 
onboard said the man got up to 
use the lavatory, emerged with-
out a shirt, and then attempted 
to open the emergency exit. 
Passengers quickly restrained 
the man, the captain declared 
an emergency and diverted the 
flight to Denver International 
Airport. After the passenger, 
who could face criminal charg-
es and/or fines, was escorted 
off the plane by police, the 
flight continued to its destina-
tion without further incident.

MAYBE A “Stupid Decision” 
award should go to United 
Airlines Inc., which, accord-
ing to the U.S. Department of 
Justice, has agreed to pay over 
$49 million to resolve crimi-
nal charges and civil claims 
relating to fraud on contracts 
for transportation of interna-
tional mail. According to the 
criminal non-prosecution and 
civil settlement agreements, 
United entered into contracts 
with USPS to transport U.S. 
mail internationally on behalf 
of USPS, and was obligated to 
provide bar code scans of mail 
receptacles to USPS when Unit-
ed took possession of the mail 
receptacles and when the re-
ceptacles were delivered to the 
intended recipients. The airline 
was entitled to payments only if 
accurate mail scans were pro-
vided and mail was delivered 
in a timely manner. However, 
the DOJ said that between 2012 
and 2015, United submitted au-
tomated delivery scans based 
on aspirational delivery times, 
securing millions of dollars in 
payments from the USPS that 
they were not entitled to under 
the contact. United further ad-
mitted that it knew they were 
transmitting fabricated data 
and that they attempted to con-
ceal it. As part of the criminal 
resolution, United agreed to, 
among other things, continue 
to cooperate with the DOJ and 
report any evidence or allega-
tion of a violation of U.S. fraud 
laws.
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History on wheels rolling back to the Lake this spring
By Nancy Zoellner

Classic car enthusiasts 
should be happy to learn Hot 
Summer Nights organiz-
ers have added “brackets” to 
this year’s cruise-in season. A 
Spring Fling Exotic Car Cruise-
In is set for 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sat-
urday, April 17 and an Autumn 
Days Cruise-In is planned for 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Oc-
tober 16.

“Exotic” sports cars are a 
special type of luxury cars that 
are described as being just as 
comfortable on the racetrack 
as they are on the street, by 
CarHopper blog. Without ex-
ception, they are two-doors 
- sedans or SUVs of any brand 
would never fit into that cat-
egory. General guidelines list 
“acceptable” exotic car brands 
as Ferrari,  Lamborghini, Mase-
rati, McLaren, Ford GT, GT-40, 
Bentley, Lotus, Dodge Viper, 
Pagani, Lexus LFA, Shelby Co-
bra, Corvette ZR1 (05-Newer), 
Nissan GTR (09-Newer), As-
ton Martin, BMW Z1, Z8, I8, 
Porsche 911 Turbo, Carrera GT. 
918, Audi R8 - and there might 
be a couple more that we’ve 
missed.

Hot Summer Nights, held 
from 5 to 10 p.m. the second 
Friday of each month May 
through September, is a free 
cruise-in that attracts car en-
thusiasts and families from 
throughout the Midwest. There 
is no fee to participate, and pre-
registration is not required. 
There’s also no fee to attend. 
Some of the participants even 
dress in the era of their cars, 
oldies music plays up and 
down the Strip, and, until the 
pandemic, entertainment has 
been provided for the children.

“Last year, COVID and the 
government request to ‘so-
cial distance’ caused us to re-
schedule our May cruise-in to 
a Saturday in October. It was so 
popular, and we had so many 
requests to do it again this year 
that we decided to bracket the 
whole season with two Saturday 
events – one in the spring and 
one in the fall,” explained Bob 
Schwartz, who co-sponsors Hot 
Summer Nights with Mike Page.

Although some requested 
all the events be moved to Sat-
urdays, Schwartz said with 
the limited parking during the 
summer tourist season, there 

wouldn’t be parking spaces 
to display the classic vehicles, 
which typically fill the center 
lane and most of the adjoining 
parking spaces.

“Slice of Americana” is this 
year’s overall theme, but dif-

ferent themes are also featured 
each month, although partici-
pation is not limited to those 
themes. This year’s Friday 
night events are set for 5 to 10 
p.m. May 14 – Bagnell Dam’s 
90th Birthday Bash; June 11, 

American Hot Rods and Blown 
Coupes; July 9, Muscle Cars – 
All American Speed; August 13, 
Missouri Bicentennial 200th 
Birthday Party; and September 
10, A Salute to our Front-Line 

continues on page 17

Photo: Funlake.com
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Congratulations to Second Home Living and all those involved 
in the SHL Lake of the Ozarks Propane Inspiration Home. 
Showcasing the possibilities of propane home appliances for homeowners, 
buyers and builders, this project recently received national recognition from 
PERC (Propane Education & Research Council) as a Propane Project of the Year. 

“This home truly adopted propane as its go-to fuel to create an efficient and 
energy-saving combination. The high-efficiency furnace and tankless water heater 
are upper level for efficiency, and that will show a very favorable payback period 
over the coming years. Overall, this home utilizes propane to the fullest extent 
possible, with energy efficiency and security in mind in case the power goes out.”

— Matt Evans,
Building Systems Analyst with Newport Ventures and Propane Project of the Year Judge

CONGRATS ON THE PROPANE
PROJECT OF THE YEAR!

Owner: Showcase Publishing, Dave Leathers  

Propane Marketer: MFA Oil, Luke Fitzpatrick

Builder: RC Homes, Doug Ross

Electrical Contractor: Catalyst Electric,  
Seth Agnew and Jon Bussey

Thank you to all those 
involved in making this 
project a success. Learn 
more about this project at 
propanehomepro.com. 

2021 April Lake Business Journal Print Ad.indd   1 3/4/21   9:33 AM
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Building an effective 
web presence
with Sandy Waggett of MSW 
Interactive Designs

Thinking of 
hiring someone 
to help with 
your Business 
Social Media?

Many business owners recognize 
the huge impact that social media 
can have reaching potential clients, 
improving their website rankings, 
extending their branding efforts, and 
establishing the business as the ex-
pert in their � eld.  Conducting a great 
social media engagement campaign 
can take a pretty good amount of 
time however, and many businesses 
are now hiring experts to make sure 
they get the results they need.

Questions to ask before 
you trust someone with your 
business social media:

Can I see real examples of 
Business social media that 
you have done?

• Some one person businesses or 
free lancers explain their experi-
ence by saying “I’ve been on 
Facebook for years!”  You should 
ask for examples of real suc-
cesses in helping real businesses.

Do you also have Graphic 
Design, Website Design and 
Search Engine Optimization 
(SEO) experience?

• Your Social Media Company 
should understand how to make 
great visuals for your posts.

• They should also understand the 
relationship between website 
design and how the major search 
engines use social signals to rank 
sites.

•  They should also be able to 
articulate various SEO posting 
strategies to complement your 
website code.  If they are simply 
posting to “generate buzz”, you 
are not maximizing your efforts 
or money.

How will you show me 
results?

• Do they understand the con-
stantly changing world of social 
media and SEO?

• Can they articulate a strategic 
plan for your business that drives 
all of your social media efforts 
(Blog, Facebook, Twitter, Linke-
dIn, Google+, YouTube, Pinterest, 

others)  towards building your 
business?

• Do they fully understand how 
to analyze various social media 
analytics/insights to maximize 
your engagement success?

Can you provide me client 
testimonials?

• If you can’t talk to current clients 
to gain their perspective, then 
consider moving on

• If it’s a new or “free-lance” com-
pany, consider calling a previous 
employer to gain insight on the 
company.   Don’t hire someone’s 
daughter and be wary of a one 
person company with this critical 
piece of your on-line presence!

A great social media company 
should be focusing on growing your 
business, not theirs.  Find a company 
that understands your entire on-line 
presence, have several years of PROV-
ABLE successes, has a team behind 
them that can help advise you on 
the ever changing landscape of social 
media and SEO, and can provide you 
the client testimonials that will ease 
your mind!  If you have any questions 
about social media, or how to choose 
a great company to help you, give us 
a call.  Our 8+ years of doing Busi-
ness social media and 21+ years of 
website experience means that we 
probably can answer your question.

Facebook:  http://Facebook.com/put-
thewebtowork
Twitter:  @PutTheWebToWork
Blog:   http://put-the-web-to-work.
blogspot.com
Sandy Waggett, Owner, MSW Interac-
tive Designs
MSW Interactive Designs LLC ~ We 
put the web to work for you!
573-552-8403
www.PutTheWebToWork.com

Sandy Waggett

Cool1027.com
Your Favorite Songs from 

the 60s - 70s - 80s
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On land and on the ‘sea,’ it’s time to take out the trash
By Nancy Zoellner
This year marks the 30th 

anniversary of the Adopt-the-
Shoreline program at the Lake 
of the Ozarks – and a whole new 
way of handling the clean-up 
process. 

According to Greg Stoner, 

environmental specialist at 
Ameren Missouri and the head 
of this year’s program, Ameren 
will be providing trash bags 
and dumpsters, as well as pick-
up services for those who want 
to help clean up the shoreline, 
but they aren’t working with 
other organizations to form 
clean-up crews and there is no 
specific beginning and end to 
the program.

“Although the number is way 
down from years past, there are 
a few groups that are working 
together. We’ve seen more ac-
tivity this year than last, when 
we had only one or two groups. 
I expect more because I’ve had 
several calls in the past few days 
from people who are wanting to 
volunteer,” he said, adding that 
with the arrival of the COVID 
vaccine, they hope to be able to 
promote additional opportuni-
ties this fall.

In the meantime, he said 
organized groups that plan to 
cover large areas can request 
dumpsters to be placed in spe-
cific locations and trash bags 
will be available at the Lake 
Area, the Camdenton Area and 
the Lake West chambers of 
commerce.

In years past, Ameren has 
hosted workshops to help en-
sure a safe and fun cleanup 

– and they’ve hosted a spring 
banquet. Those won’t be hap-
pening this year either, al-
though, if COVID numbers 
continue to decline, the ban-
quet might be held in the fall. 

Those aren’t the only chang-
es. Although not COVID relat-

ed, Stoner said the type of trash 
that’s being picked up is also 
different. 

“In the early years of the 
cleanup, hundreds of tons of 
debris from docks and junk 
were removed from the lake’s 
shoreline. You needed to take 
a Sawzall along to cut up the 
blocks of foam you’d find! But 
today, the white, blue and or-
ange foam are essentially a 
thing of the past,” he said.

That’s because non-encap-
sulated foam was banned sev-
eral years ago due to its impact 
on the environment. 

In 1997, AmerenUE stepped 
up its effort to get rid of non-en-
capsulated foam by requiring 
new structures to use encap-
sulated foam. However, exist-
ing docks were still allowed to 
use it. Then in 2003, the power 
company adopted new regula-
tions that banned the use of all 
unencapsulated foam and re-
quired it to be replaced by the 
end of 2008. A year later, only 
about 100 to 150 of the 25,000 or 
so docks on Lake of the Ozarks 
were known to be out of com-
pliance.

 “Back in the day, we also 
used to pull out a lot of tires. 
And pre-foam, 55-gallon steel 
drums were used as flotation, 
but I think we even got all of 

those too. Cleanup efforts of 
the past 30 years have done 
what they were intended to do-- 
so today, we mostly find a lot of 
beer and soda cans, cups and 
fireworks caps – stuff you can 
throw in a trash bag,” Stoner 
said.

In fact, some volunteers are 
known to hunt for white foam 
so they can take a picture to be 
shown during the annual ban-
quet’s slide show. “When we 
do find a block of foam, there’s 
usually an 8-inch diameter tree 
growing up through the middle 
of it,” he laughed.

Bob Heckel and Dan Jarvis, 
who was the plant manager of 
Bagnell Dam at the time, came 
up with the idea of the clean-up 
program. Since 1991, more than 
15,000 volunteers representing 
more than 80 groups have re-
moved more than five million 
pounds of trash from the lake’s 
shoreline.

For more information or to 
arrange for trash pick-up, call 
Ameren Missouri at 573-365-
9206. 

April also kicks off Missouri’s 
Annual No MOre Trash! Bash. 
Coordinated by the Missouri 

Department of Transporta-
tion (MoDOT), the event draws 
hundreds of volunteers state-
wide who clean up litter adja-
cent to highways. 

The No MOre Trash! Bash has 
been held every spring since 
2004 - except for 2020 when 
COVID-19 forced the cancella-
tion of the event out of safety 
concerns. Additional COVID-19 
restrictions also limited the 
use of nearly 240 work-release 
prisoners and required social 
distancing for MoDOT’s litter 
control program. The combi-
nation resulted in a marked in-
crease in trash along Missouri’s 
highways. MoDOT officials said 
that’s why it’s more important 
than ever to get involved.

“Keeping Missouri’s high-
ways clean is a shared respon-
sibility between MoDOT, those 
who use our roadways and 
many of the volunteers who 
help every year to make a dif-
ference in how this great state 
looks to the travelling public,” 
said Becky Allmeroth, chief 
safety and operations officer. 
“The Trash Bash is a great op-
portunity for students, civic 
groups and those looking to re-

ceive community service credit 
while they beautify their com-
munity.”

Last year, MoDOT spent 
$6.4 million to remove litter 
from more than 385,000 acres 
of roadsides along 34,000 state 
highway miles. The annual vol-
unteer efforts to pick up litter 
along Missouri highway—in-
cluding the Adopt-A-Highway 
program—have been valued at 
more than $1 million.

“Every effort by the public 
to eliminate or clean up litter 
helps offset trash removal costs 
and allows the department 
to put more money back into 
maintaining Missouri’s roads 
and bridges,” Allmeroth said. 

While Adopt-A-Highway 
volunteers are encouraged to 
pick litter in their sections dur-
ing April, she said anyone who 
wants to help is invited to join 
in for a one-time pickup. Trash 
bags and safety vests will be 
provided to groups engaged in 
litter pickup.

For more information, visit 
www.modot.org/adopt-high-
way or call 1-888-ASK-MODOT 
(1-888-275-6636).

924 Hwy 42, Osage Beach, MO
573-348-4464 | dkbshowroom.com

™

Let DKB help you select the 
right products to create 
your next one of a kind 

space.

Start by visiting dkbshowroom.com 
to see the wide selection of products 
we have to offer. 
Build your wish 
list or schedule a 
one-on-one con-
sultation with our 
kitchen and bath 
experts.

Finalize your plan 
by visiting our 
DKB showroom to 
shop for cabinetry, 
countertops, sinks, 
faucets and more 
to fit your lifestyle 
and budget. 

This photo of a team of volunteers from the Missouri Department of 
Natural Resources show there was still something to clean up in 2019. 
MDNR photo.
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A Matter of Trust
Planning for 
RMDs in 2021

Amid a great deal of uncertainty 
in 2020 due to the ongoing 
coronavirus pandemic, we fi nd 
ourselves once again navigating 
uncertain waters as it relates to 
tax planning for tax year 2021. 
While the CARES Act waived the 
requirement to take required 
minimum distributions (RMDs) in 
2020, those provisions have lapsed 
and RMDs are back in play for 2021.

Retirement accounts, including 
IRAs and qualifi ed plans such as 
401(k)s, are subject to the required 
minimum distribution rules as 
laid out in the tax code. Account 
owners must begin taking RMDs 
upon turning age 72 thanks to 
the SECURE Act passed in late 
2019 (or age 70 ½ if you reached 
the beginning age before 2020). 
Additionally, owners of inherited 
IRAs are subject to a whole new 
set of complicated rules under the 
SECURE Act and may still have an 
annual RMD requirement if they 
do not fall under the new 10-year 
payout structure.

Here are some valuable tips to 
keep in mind when planning for 
RMDs in 2021:

Keep an Eye on the Horizon 
for Legislative Changes
While there has been little talk of 
further COVID-related legislative 
relief for RMDs in 2021, the 
potential still exists.  If you do not 
want or need your RMD in 2021, 
it might behoove you to wait a 
while before taking your 2021 
RMD. And although the CARES 
Act included provisions allowing 
RMD funds already taken to 
be rolled back into retirement 
accounts in 2020, it is not certain 
that this special relief would 
be granted again in 2021. An 
indirect rollover can also create 
confusion for taxpayers and their 
tax preparers. If you can wait to 
take your RMD, you may want to.

Decide Which Account to 
Pull From
The IRS allows account owners 
with multiple IRA accounts 
to pull their RMDs from one, 
or all, of their IRA accounts. 
Choosing the account with the 
worst performance or lowest 
transaction fees might be your 
best bet. Be sure to weigh all of 
your options and talk with your 
team of advisors before taking 
your RMDs for 2021 if you own 

more than one IRA account. 
For 401(k)s and qualifi ed plans, 
however, each RMD must be 
taken out of the account in which 
it belongs.

Consider Charitable Giving
If you are charitably-inclined and 
over age 70 ½, you can give up 
to $100,000 per year to charity 
directly out of your IRA, with 
zero tax consequences, under the 
qualifi ed charitable distribution 
(QCD) rules. The distribution out 
of your IRA is reportable but 
not taxable on your tax return, 
and no deduction is taken for 
the donation. This tax treatment 
is especially helpful for those 
taxpayers who do not itemize 
deductions.  

QCD distributions can also satisfy 
your RMD requirements for the 
year, without being included in 
(or increasing!) your Adjusted 
Gross Income (AGI) fi gure, which 
has potential side-effects on 
Medicare premiums and other 
items tied to AGI.

Given the ongoing uncertainty 
of the coronavirus pandemic, 
potential changes in tax law, 
and market fl uctuations, it is 
now more important than ever 
before to plan diligently for your 
retirement accounts and related 
tax consequences. Be sure to 
discuss these important matters 
with your Central Trust Company 
team of advisors, along with your 
tax preparer and attorney. Contact 
Trenny Garrett today at (573) 
302-2474 or at trenny.garrett@
centraltrust.net.

The information in this article is 
not presented as personal, fi nancial, 
or legal advice and should not 
be relied upon as a substitute for 
obtaining advice specifi c to your 
situation.

Trenny Garrett, J.D., CTFA
Senior Vice President

LOCLG developing road map to 
the future for Lake Ozark

By Nancy Zoellner
Lake Ozark residents want 

the city to attract more retail in-
dustry and they want more fam-
ily entertainment. And in all age 
categories except one – those 18 
to 24 – residents believe Lake 
Ozark is known as a family des-
tination. 

That information was gath-
ered through a post card sur-
vey sent to the city’s 1,000 or so 
utility customers as part of the 
process to develop a new com-
prehensive plan. That project is 
back on track after taking a back 
seat to COVID-19 the last several 
months.

According to city officials, al-
though the city’s economic base 
and infrastructure have evolved 
in the last decade, the city’s de-
velopment plan has remained 
unchanged since 2006, in part 
because it was cost prohibitive. 
However, last summer Linda 
Connor, executive director of 
the Lake of the Ozarks Council 
of Local Governments (LOCLG), 
attended a meeting of the board 
of aldermen and said LOCLG 
was able to offer the plan update 
at no cost to the city. 

“The plan gives the city a vi-
sion as to how it wants develop-
ment in the future. We want to 
make sure we put in the plan 
what the city wants to look like 
in the next 10-15 years,” Connor 
said, adding that the compre-
hensive plan would also identify 
what the city needed to do to 
drive economic growth and de-
velopment – something that will 
be extremely important if Lake 
Ozark plans to apply for state 
and federal funds.

After the presentation, alder-
men voted to proceed with the 
project.

In March, the board and city 
officials were presented with a 

project update by Matt Kostel-
nik, economic development 
specialist with LOCLG.

He discussed the post card 
survey, explained that it was 
part of the process and told 
city officials that of the 1,000 
cards sent out, about 250 were 
returned – a response rate that 
Kostelnik and city officials said 
they were pleased with. Kostel-
nik said the survey, designed 
to identify the “wants” and 
“needs” of the community, will 
be analyzed and a draft report 
will be provided to the city’s 
Planning and Zoning Commit-
tee for review.

He also shared some of the 
survey results. Questions and 
responses included the follow-
ing: 
• Do you live full-time or part-
time in Lake Ozark?

--69 percent of respondents 
live in Lake Ozark; 21 percent 
are part-timers. The remaining 
10 percent pay utilities here but 
did not live here.
• Do you work in Lake Ozark?

--53 percent said no, and 47 
percent said yes.
• What industry sectors would 
you like to see come to Lake 
Ozark?

--Majority, retail. Followed by 
service industry, health care and 
social services and information 
technology.
• How would you rank the City of 
Lake Ozark’s involvement in the 
community?

--On a scale of 5, the city re-
ceived a 3.3 rating.
• How long have you lived in 
Lake Ozark?

--Less than 5 years, 24 per-
cent

--5-10 years, 21 percent
--10-20 years, 36 percent
--20+ years, 20 percent
For a complete look at the 

survey, which includes respons-
es by age groups, visit https://
bit.ly/3dajvkW.

Kostelnik said key compo-
nents to be addressed in coming 
weeks include:

• Land Use. The staff will fa-
cilitate a land use planning and 
goals meeting to discuss pos-
sible future land use scenarios 
and build consensus among the 
committee to develop a future 
land use map. This meeting will 
also begin the process of setting 
simple and concise goals for the 
community based on the survey 
results and gathered informa-
tion. 

• Objectives and Strategies 
Meeting No. 1. The LOCLG staff 
will provide suggestions to the 
committee for establishing ob-
jectives and strategies for each 
goal, building off the previous 
meeting. 

• Objectives and Strategies 
Meeting No. 2. This will provide 
an opportunity to continue dis-
cussion of any remaining top-
ics not covered in the previous 
meeting and fine tune all of the 
objectives and strategies.

• Compiling the Information. 
The LOCLG staff will write the 
full and complete plan docu-
ment. City staff will have op-
portunities to review and make 
comments and suggest edits as 
needed.

• Public Open House/Draft 
Plan Review. Public comments 
will be received at the meeting 
and revisions made to the docu-
ment based on public input.

• Final Plan Presentation. 
The plan will be presented to 
the Planning and Zoning Com-
mission for their comments and 
endorsements.

The board of aldermen will 
eventually vote on adopting 
the plan.
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U N P A R A L L E L E D  E X P E R I E N C E .   U N P A R A L L E L E D  R E S U L T S .

Long & Robinson, LLC, isn’t 
your typical law firm. You 

won’t find stuffy, pretentious 
attitudes or inflexibility here. 

Instead, you’ll find a team 
of experts with a practical, 

down-to-earth approach and 
a winning track record.

Our clients include 
condominiums, homeowners 

associations, property 
management companies, 
oil and gas contractors, 
commercial contractors, 

subcontractors, construction 
companies, and sureties.

The Lake area is awash with new residential developments, particularly 
condominiums. However, along with this comes a wave of challenges for 

condominium and homeowners associations. All too often, developers of new 
construction projects cut corners to reduce costs and avoid delays. 

Their inadequacies set up associations for financial failure.

We have recovered tens of millions of dollars for 
homeowner associations and their members.

S E L E C T  T H E  F I R M  W I T H  P R O V E N  R E S U L T S .   L E A R N  M O R E  A T
 W W W . L O N G R O B I N S O N . C O M  O R  C A L L  8 1 6 - 5 4 1 - 2 1 0 0  T O  A R R A N G E  A  C O N S U L T A T I O N

T H E  C H O I C E  O F  A  L A W Y E R  I S  A N  I M P O R T A N T  D E C I S I O N  A N D  S H O U L D  N O T  B E  B A S E D  S O L E L Y  U P O N  A D V E R T I S E M E N T S .

1 8 0 0  B A L T I M O R E  A V E N U E ,  S T E .  5 0 0 ,  K A N S A S  C I T Y ,  M O  6 4 1 0 8



Lake of the Ozarks Business JournalApril, 2021Page 10

573-578-9025
www.LotoLiving.com • rond627@outlook.com

Let me help make your 
dreams come true!

Rock Island Corridor continues to move forward
By Nancy Zoellner

Attracting bicyclists from all 
over the nation to the northern 
portion of Lake of the Ozarks 
is becoming closer to reality. 
The long-awaited rail-banking 
agreement between Missouri 
State Parks (MSP) and Missouri 
Central Railroad (a subsidiary 
of Ameren) was signed in De-
cember of 2019. According to 

Greg Harris, executive direc-
tor of the Missouri Rock Island 
Trail, the gift of the 144-mile 
former Rock Island Railroad 
corridor will extend the 47-mile 
segment that opened Decem-
ber 2016 near Kansas City an-
other 144 miles to greater St. 
Louis – and it will provide rural 
communities, including Eldon 
and Versailles, with an eco-

nomic boost.
Harris explained that the 

Missouri State Parks Founda-
tion has contracted with the 
for-profit fundraising firm 
Hartsook to raise $9.8 million – 
the money needed for the Mis-
souri Department of Natural 
Resources to take ownership 
of the corridor – by December 
2021.

“Those dollars are to be used 
to so that taking on this new 
park would not harm the bud-
get for the existing state parks, 
Harris said. “The state didn’t 
want to take this on without 
funding for it. I’m not sure ex-
actly how much has been raised 
but Mike Sutherland, the exec-
utive director of the Missouri 
State Parks, recently said he felt 

optimistic about how things 
were going with the campaign 
so that gives us all hope that it 
will happen. They’ve invested a 
lot into this project.” 

He said his organization has 
been working with communi-
ties to send letters of support 
and interest in providing main-
tenance, management, security

continues on page 16
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Michael Lasson
NMLS # 493712

(573) 302-0909
mlasson@fsb�nancial.com

Michelle Lasson
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(573) 746-7212
malasson@fsb�nancial.com

fsb�nancial.com  |  573.365.LOAN (5626)
4655B Osage Beach Pkwy  |  Osage Beach, MO 65065 

Multi-year recognition as Bagnell Dam Association of 
REALTORS’ A�liate of the YearA Division of First State Bank, NMLS #416668

Your Home Loan...Your Way

Voters to decide fate 
of Lake Ozark Mayor
By Nancy Zoellner

“The professional and per-
sonal conduct of public officials 
shall be above reproach and 
shall avoid even the appear-
ance of impropriety,” states 
Lake Ozark Ordinance 2010-36, 
Section 106.040, covering the 
“Conduct of Officials.”

Lake Ozark’s public officials 
chose not to enforce that law at 
the March 23 meeting. 

Mayor Gerry Murawski did 
not step down, not a word was 
spoken about the allegations 
against him, and the board of 
aldermen did not ask for his 
resignation-- after a story came 
out on LakeExpo.com revealing 
Murawski allegedly admitted 
to having sex with a prostitute 
while serving as an alderman. 
The prostitute was 16, accord-
ing to reports from the FBI and 
Columbia Police referenced by 
the Missouri State Highway Pa-
trol. 

According to the article, be-
yond the alleged involvement 
with prostitution, Murawski 
confirmed to having sexual 
encounters with women he as-
sisted financially while they 
were in jail.

Murawski has been inves-
tigated three times — twice in 
2016 and once in 2019 — by the 
Columbia Police Department, 
FBI, Missouri State Highway 
Patrol, and the Missouri Attor-
ney General.

However, law enforcement 
has not filed probable cause 
statements with prosecutors in 
Boone County or Miller County 
and no charges have been filed.

Lake Ozark Alderman Ver-
non Jaycox said although the 
report upset him quite a bit, 
he felt it was up to the voters to 
decide if Murawski should con-
tinue to serve as mayor. 

“We’ve only had one board 
meeting since this came out 
and one of our aldermen is out 
of town with his job, another 
is dealing with a death in the 
family and hasn’t been at the 
meetings and I haven’t really 
talked to the others because I 
thought the voters should take 

care of it,” he said, adding that 
he expected someone from the 
audience to bring it up at the 
March 23 meeting – but that 
didn’t happen. It was business 
as usual.

In the meantime, Murawski, 
who is running for reelection 
on the April 6 ballot, has con-
tinued to campaign for office 
and, in fact, during the March 
25 Lake TV Live Lake Ozark 
Municipal Forum, denied any 
wrongdoing. 

He said he had been “‘bom-
basted’ in some of the media 
“for things that, quite frankly, 
aren’t true,” and claimed the 
story was all part of negative 
campaigning.

Murawski admitted to mak-
ing mistakes and using poor 
judgment for a couple years 
after his wife died of cancer, 
but said during that time he, 
“carried on his wife’s passion 
for helping people.” He said af-
ter he was elected as alderman 
and then mayor, he was able to 
help even more people.

“I’m passionate about help-
ing people. I’m passionate 
about getting stuff done. But 
all that was printed is so untrue 
and if you knew me, you’d know 
it isn’t true.”

During the same one-hour 
political forum, 20 minutes 
before Murawski’s statement, 
LakeExpo released an audio re-
cording of the mayor confess-
ing to sex with the prostitute, 
reportedly a juvenile, by the 
FBI. He was an alderman at the 
time the incident occurred. 

The confession is part of a 
45-minute recorded LakeExpo 
interview with the editor. 

The 3,400-word online arti-
cle was accompanied by copies 
of reports filed by the FBI, the 
Attorney General’s Office and 
the Highway Patrol. 

The entire story, as well as 
reports from the Missouri At-
torney General’s Office, the 
Missouri State Highway Patrol, 
the Camden County Prosecut-
ing Attorney, and the Circuit 
Court of Miller County, can be 
found at LakeExpo.com.

Send Your Public Event Information and 
News Releases to

Lakebusjournal@gmail.com
Please remember to include photos if available, captions detailing 

the photographs and your information in Word (.doc) files
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EVERY ONCE IN A WHILE...
WE  GET TO LIVE OUT

OUR DREAMS

Justice Department warns about fake websites
While COVID-19 seems to 

have boosted business in the 
Lake’s hospitality industry, oth-
ers haven’t fared as well. And 
although the state and federal 
government have stepped up 
to assist those harmed by the 
pandemic, wrongdoers have 
also stepped up their game to 
take advantage of those same 
people.

The Department of Jus-
tice has received reports that 
fraudsters are creating websites 
mimicking unemployment 
benefit websites, including 
state workforce agency (SWA) 
websites, for the purpose of un-
lawfully capturing consumers’ 
personal information.

To lure consumers to these 
fake websites, fraudsters send 
spam text messages and emails 
purporting to be from an SWA 
and containing a link. The fake 
websites are designed to trick 
consumers into thinking they 
are applying for unemployment 
benefits and disclosing person-
ally identifiable information 
and other sensitive data. That 
information can then be used 
by fraudsters to commit iden-
tity theft.

Unless from a known and 
verified source, consumers 
should never click on links in 
text messages or emails claim-
ing to be from an SWA offer-

ing the opportunity to apply 
for unemployment insurance 
benefits. Instead, anyone need-
ing to apply for unemployment 
benefits should go to an official 
SWA website, a list of which 
can be found at: https://www.
careeronestop.org/localhelp/
unemploymentbenefits/unem-
ployment-benefits.aspx.

Schemes that use links em-
bedded in unsolicited text mes-

sages and emails in attempts to 
obtain personally identifiable 
information are commonly re-
ferred to as phishing schemes. 
Phishing messages may look 

like they come from govern-
ment agencies, financial in-
tuitions, shipping companies, 
and social media companies, 
among many others. Carefully 
examine any message purport-
ing to be from a company and 
do not click on a link in an un-
solicited email or text message. 
Remember that companies gen-
erally do not contact you to ask 
for your username or password. 

When in doubt, contact the en-
tity purportedly sending you 
the message, but do not rely on 
any contact information in the 
potentially fraudulent message. 

If you receive a text message 
or email claiming to be from 
an SWA and containing a link 
or other contact information, 
please report the communica-
tion to the National Center for 
Disaster Fraud (NCDF) by call-
ing 866-720-5721 or using the 
NCDF Web Complaint Form 
found at: www.justice.gov/di-
saster-fraud.

If you believe you may have 
entered information into a 
fraudulent website, resources 
on how to protect your informa-
tion can be found at: www.iden-
titytheft.gov.

To learn more about identi-
fying and protecting yourself 
from phishing attempts, go to: 
https ://w w w.consumer.f tc.
gov/articles/how-recognize-
and-avoid-phishing-scams or 
https://w w w.f bi.gov/scams-
and-safety/common-scams-
a nd-cr i mes/spoof i ng-a nd-
phishing.

Further information about 
the SWA-imposter scheme, and 

other major scams targeting 
American consumers, can be 
found at the Justice Depart-
ment’s Transnational Elder 
Fraud Strike Force website: 
https://www.justice.gov/civil/
consumer-protection-branch/
t ra nsnat iona l-elder-f raud-
strike-force.

This alert is provided by the 
Justice Department’s National 
Unemployment Insurance 
Fraud Task Force (NUIFTF) 
and the Consumer Protection 
Branch of the department’s Civ-
il Division. Members of NUIFTF 
include: Department of Labor 
Office of Inspector General, U.S. 
Secret Service, Homeland Secu-
rity Investigations, IRS-Crim-
inal Investigation, U.S. Postal 
Inspection Service, Social Se-
curity Administration Office of 
Inspector General, and FDIC 
Office of Inspector General.

Find out more about the 
NUIFTF at: https://www.jus-
tice.gov/f i le/1319301/down-
load.

For more information about 
the Consumer Protection 
Branch, visit http://www.jus-
tice.gov/civil/consumer-pro-
tection-branch.
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Reinhold Electric, Inc. proudly serves the St. Louis Metro, 
St. Charles, Wentzville, Illinois and Lake of the Ozarks areas.

We offer 24 Hour Emergency Service

Residential-Commercial-Industrial
 

Please contact us at: 573-873-5543
Email: Greg@reinholdelectric.com  

or Email: Katie@reinholdelectric.com
 Please visit our website at: REINHOLDELECTRIC.COM

Managing Rental Property
Preventive 
Maintenance

Talking about maintenance can 
be  pretty boring stuff.  However 
performing preventive maintenance 
versus doing reactive maintenance 
can save you big bucks and that is 
worth talking about.

Since we are a summer destina-
tion, the number one thing that you 
want to ensure is in good working 
order, prior to the summer, is your 
HVAC system.  If your system fails 
in the summer not only will you be 
looking at potentially costly repairs 
but also a loss of revenue and some 
very upset guests.

We encourage our owners to 
get a spring AC check every single 
year.  Only about half of our own-
ers get the check performed.  The 
cost is less than $100.00.  We’ve 
been doing this for about 10 years 
now and we’ve only had two AC’s 
fail that were checked in the spring.  
We probably average about 10 calls 
per summer for AC problems.  So in 
10 years that is 100 calls and only 
2 have been for a unit that was 
checked in the spring.  

One of those failures was in 
a unit that the owner was told he 
needed to replace.  He chose to wait, 
ONE MORE YEAR.  His system failed 
the weekend before July 4th!  We 
had to move his next two rentals 
and he lost around $3000.00 and 
still had to put in a new system.  
Had he installed the new system in 
the spring he would not have lost 
the income.  That was a $3000.00 
mistake!

We have a spring maintenance 
list with around 50 different items 
to check.  Our owners can pay for 
our maintenance staff to check 
these items or we give them the 
list and they can check the items 
themselves.  This includes plumbing, 
appliances, outlets, ceiling fans, gas 
grills, etc.  Checking these things 

each spring has helped us cut down 
on the number of problems we have 
during our busy summer season.

In addition we check about 99% 
of our properties prior to our guest’s 
arrival.  When possible we try to do 
this the day prior to arrival. We en-
sure that the lights, cable and AC are 
working as well as all the kitchen 
appliances including the garbage 
disposal.  We also check the tem-
peratures in the refrigerator and 
freezer.  Most importantly we check 
the temperature of the air fl owing 
from the AC vents.  By doing this we 
have discovered issues before the 
guest arrives and are able to take 
care of them preventing any issues 
during their stay.

If we do fi nd an issue that we 
cannot fi x prior to their arrival, we 
can call them and let them know 
about it and when it will be taken 
care of.  That has also prevented up-
set guests and they appreciate that 
we are on top of things.

Russell Burdette is the owner of 
Your Lake Vacation, a professional 
vacation rental management com-
pany at the Lake of the Ozarks since 
1986.  If you would like a vacation 
rental market analysis or more info 
on renting your home or condo as a 
vacation rental, please call 573-365-
3367 or e-mail russell@yourlakeva-
cation.com.

Russell Burdette

Send Your Public Event Information and 
News Releases to

Lakebusjournal@gmail.com
Please remember to include photos if available, captions detailing 

the photographs and your information in Word (.doc) files
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Mortgage $ense
How a 
Prequalifi cation 
Letter Can Help 
the Homebuying 
Process

If you’re getting ready to buy a 
home at Lake of the Ozarks, there are 
a few items that you can take care of 
ahead of house shopping to get bet-
ter results. One of which is getting 
prequalifi ed for a mortgage. Getting 
a prequalifi cation letter from a mort-
gage lender at Lake of the Ozarks has 
numerous benefi ts that can assist you 
in the home buying process. In this 
week’s blog, I’m going to showcase 
the reasons to get prequalifi ed be-
fore house hunting. Read on to learn 
more!
What is a Prequalifi cation Letter?

A prequalifi cation letter is a docu-
ment provided by a mortgage lender 
that states that they are willing to fi -
nance a specifi ed amount of money 
into your purchase.  The lender will 
typically run your credit and request 
a few basic income and asset related 
documents to determine what you 
can qualify for. 
Get an Idea of How Much of a 
Home you Can Afford

While you’re the only person 
that can truly decide the amount of 
home you can safely afford, getting 
a prequalifi cation letter can help pro-
vide you with an idea of what your 
expense ratios will be, or your “debt 
to income” would be after the pur-
chase. This can certainly help in your 
decision-making process when shop-
ping homes.
Being Taken Seriously as a Buyer

Another benefi t of having a 
prequalifi cation letter in hand is it 
will show sellers that you are serious 
about buying a home. Having this 
document could give you additional 
negotiating power when it comes to 

signing a deal with your sellers. 
Expedite the Loan Process

When you obtain a prequalifi ca-
tion letter from a mortgage lender, 
they will already have a decent idea 
of your potential for the loan you’re 
seeking. As long as the documen-
tation you provide during the loan 
process doesn’t interfere with what’s 
been reviewed thus far, this can help 
you get your loan closed faster. 

 As you can see, there are several 
reasons to get prequalifi ed for a mort-
gage at Lake of the Ozarks. The hous-
ing market is booming, so the faster 
you can get a contract signed and the 
deal closed the better. I would be hap-
py to assist you with your mortgage 
needs to help you purchase a home at 
Lake of the Ozarks. So, if you’re look-
ing to buy, let’s talk about 

LIKE my Facebook Page, Follow me 
on Twitter or Connect on LinkedIn 
Michael Lasson, Senior Loan Offi cer
NMLS #: 493712
4655 B Osage Beach Parkway
Osage Beach, MO 65065
Direct: (573) 746-7211
Cell: (573) 216-7258
e-Fax: (866) 397-0318
Email: mlasson@fsbfi nancial.com
Website: www.YourLakeLoan.com

A Division of First State Bank of 
St. Charles. Equal Housing Lender.
Bagnell Dam Association of REAL-
TORS®, Affi liate of the Year 2011, 
2014, & 2015.

Pick up L•O PROFILE’S newest  issue statewide 
or visit www.loprofile.com to download!

Your  only
Locally Owned

Lake of the Ozarks 
Magazine. 

Statewide 
Award Winning 

Publication. PRECISION
AUTO & TIRE SERVICE LLC
Complete Auto Repair & Fleet Management

348-2233348-2233
WWW.PRECISIONAUTOANDTIRE.COM

1024 INDUSTRIAL DR.
OSAGE BEACH MO
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Financing options for small businesses
Submitted by Bruce Mitchell, 
Lake of the Ozarks SCORE

It takes capital to start and 
run a business. Most entrepre-
neurs need capital to either 
launch their startup or grow 
their business with big pur-
chases like a larger facility or 
equipment.

There are several ways to 
get the cash you need to grow 
your business. The first step 
is to determine which type of 
funding is right for you. There 
are four primary types of fund-
ing a small business owner can 
consider. 

• Small Business Loans
• Venture Capital 
• Self-Funding
• Crowdfunding
An important first step be-

fore determining which type of 
funding is right for your busi-
ness is knowing the amount of 
capital you’ll need. Each type 
of funding has its pros and cons 
depending on the amount you 
need, your level of risk adver-
sity, your willingness to relin-
quish equity versus pay inter-
est, and the amount of capital 
you already have on hand. If 
you’re one member of a part-

nership of owners, the dynam-
ic of how your business is set up 
will need to play a part in your 
decision as well.

Here’s a deeper dive into 
each of these financing options 
to help you make the right deci-
sion for your business.

Small Business Loans
If you want to infuse capital 

into your business without dip-
ping into your savings or giving 
up equity, then a small busi-
ness loan is the place to start. 
This type of financing is also 
known as debt financing. The 
most common way to receive a 
loan is by going to a traditional 
bank. Most have various types 
of loans for businesses and 
will lend money with payback 
terms and interest owed. 

If you apply for a small busi-
ness loan with a bank, most 
will require you to present a 
business plan, expense sheet, 
and a financial projection for 
the next five years. Be prepared 
to make your case for why your 
business is a worthwhile in-
vestment. Also, be sure to shop 
around with more than one 
bank to find the best rate and 
terms. 

If you experience challenges 
securing a traditional business 
loan, the U.S. Small Business 
Administration can support 
you with an SBA-guaranteed 
loan, giving a bank more con-
fidence when lending to your 
business. 

 Venture Capital
Capital investors trade 

funding for equity in your busi-
ness with the expectation of 
a return. Typically, they also 
want some level of involve-
ment in your company as fur-
ther assurance that the busi-
ness is being managed in a way 
that’s going to ensure they see 
a worthwhile return on their 
investment. 

If you’re willing to give up 
equity in exchange for capital, 
as well as some of the control 
in how you run your business, 
then borrowing from a venture 
capitalist can be a great way to 
get the cash you need. Venture 
capitalists tend to have a high-
er threshold for risk than a tra-
ditional bank. So, if a bank de-
nies your loan application, you 
may have luck with a venture 
capitalist who’s more willing 
to invest. Like banks, venture 

capitalists will also expect to 
see a business plan with ex-
penses and projections. 

Self-Funding
Depending on the amount 

of funding you need and the 
amount of cash you and your 
partners are willing to contrib-
ute upfront, self-funding may 
be your best financing option. 
When you fund your business 
yourself, you maintain com-
plete control. There’s no bank 
or investor taking a cut of your 
profits or influencing how you 
decide to run your business. 

While self-funding allows 
you to reap all of the rewards 
of your business’ success, it 
also means you assume all of 
the risks. One of the biggest 
reasons small businesses fail 
is that they’re underfunded, 
meaning they simply run out of 
cash. If you’re self-funding your 
start-up, you need to make sure 
you have enough cash before 
you start, plus a reserve. 

Crowdfunding
Instead of receiving money 

from a single investor, crowd-
funding is a way of securing 
funding through hundreds, 
potentially thousands, of indi-

viduals interested in support-
ing your business. 

Crowdfunders contribute to 
your business and, in return, 
ask for a special offer. Other 
crowdfunders contribute sim-
ply because the company sup-
ports a cause they believe in. 
Whatever the reason, crowd-
funding can be a great source 
of cash because it doesn’t 
involve taking on an inves-
tor who’s looking for equity. 
Crowdfunding contributions 
are also not a loan, so there’s no 
interest to pay. 

You’ll find a wealth of small 
business-related information, 
resources, and training, plus 
free, confidential counseling 
from more than 11,000 busi-
ness experts. For more infor-
mation about contacting a 
mentor or volunteering contact 
the Lake of the Ozarks SCORE 
Chapter at www.LakeoftheO-
zarks.SCORE.org, by e-mail at 
admin.0493@scorevolunteer.
org or call 573-346-5441.  Serv-
ing Mid-Missouri with offices 
in the Lake of the Ozarks, Co-
lumbia, Jefferson City and Leb-
anon. 

Funded in part through a 
Cooperative Agreement with 
the U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration.
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continued from page 10
for the segments that are with-
in their city limits because, 
unlike the Katy Trail, about 
10 percent of the Rock Island 
Trail’s 144 miles are within 
towns. “Versailles, Eldon, Ow-
ensville all have 3 or 4 miles 
each within their city lim-
its so if they were to agree to 
take on responsibility for the 
trails, that would be a big load 
off Missouri State Parks. We 
learned that there are only two 
bridges on the eastern most 43 
miles and we’re attempting to 
determine how much it would 
cost to get those repurposed 
for trail use. We contacted an 
engineer firm to inspect them 
and develop plans to do that to 
get a ballpark price on what it 
would cost. Taking care of that 
would also be another big step 
in moving forward with the 
project.”

Although the Rock Island 
Trail will not extend south to 
Lake of the Ozarks, Harris said 
because of its proximity to the 
Lake, long-distance bicyclists 
are expected to loop down to 
the Lake – and the biggest state 
park in Missouri - as they’re 
traversing Missouri.

“That’s significant because 
whenever bicyclists can get 
close, they take advantage of 
nearby recreation areas,” Har-
ris said. “Many communities 
are excited because their local 
trails can connect to the corri-
dor. This is a huge project with 
worldwide significance.”

For more information on 
the Rock Island Line Corridor 
visit mostateparks.com. Maps 
of the segments can be found 
at https://mostateparks.com/
rockislandlinecorridor#tabs-
panel-bottom2. To get involved 
and support the mission, visit 
https://rockislandtrail.org/
support/.

In the meantime, in an at-
tempt to make conditions 
safer for visitors, the city of 

Lake Ozark is in the process of 
adopting an ordinance that will 
prohibit riding bicycles, skate-
boards, scooters, Segways, 
hover boards or other similar 
types of motorized pedestrian 
vehicles on the sidewalks along 
the Bagnell Dam Strip.

The first reading of the or-
dinance was approved by al-
dermen in March. The second 
reading is expected to take 
place at their next regular 
board meeting set for April 13.

According to a press release, 
the primary focus of the ordi-
nance is the Strip, which has 
seen an increase in the use of 
the small, motorized pedes-
trian vehicles as the area be-
comes more and more popular. 
Residential streets are not in-
cluded in the new restrictions.

“The Strip is a very busy 
place, and we don’t allow 
skateboards currently,” City 
Administrator Dave Van Dee 
explained. “We were recently 
asked about hoverboards and 
we thought for safety reasons 
we needed to address the trend 
and expand our ordinance and 
include the other types of mo-
torized vehicles.”

Police Chief Gary Launder-
ville said he found that several 
cities have similar ordinances 
in place to help protect the 
safety of not only pedestrians 
but also riders. He noted that 
there have been incidences 
where one or more individuals 
have been seen riding hover-
boards after dark, which poses 
additional safety issues. 

Van Dee said signs will be 
erected to inform the pub-
lic once the ordinance is ap-
proved next month. Signs are 
currently in place prohibiting 
skateboards. 

The ordinance excludes 
medically prescribed motor-
ized pedestrian devices.  need-
ed for a person to navigate the 
streets.

Rock Island continues

CLEANERS
WASH & FOLD

COMMERCIAL 
WASH & FOLD

573-348-6500
5980 MAYER COURT • OSAGE BEACH

DRY CLEANING • ALTERATIONS • SHIRTS
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“Insurance Talk”
Why You Need a 
Personal Umbrella 

What happens if you, your 
spouse, or your child is at fault for 
an accident that causes death or 
serious injury? What would happen 
if you are out on the lake and you 
hit another boat that causes seri-
ous injuries? What if you are hav-
ing a summer barbeque on your 
deck and your deck collapses on to 
everyone? Most homeowners insur-
ance carriers cap personal liability at 
$500,000. Say you have 10 people 
that must ride in an ambulance to 
the hospital. That alone could ex-
ceed your personal liability limit on 
your homeowners. What happens 
if someone has broken bones or 
requires surgery? What if one of 
your guests requires lifetime physi-
cal therapy. What if someone were 
to bring suit against you after one of 
these incidents? 

A personal umbrella is a policy 
that offers you extra liability protec-
tion for your personal assets and 
your future earnings if you exceed 
your primary insurance policy limit. 
The personal umbrella policies of-
fer personal injury coverage which 
includes libel, slander, false arrest, 
mental anguish, defamation of 
character, invasion of privacy, false 
imprisonment, and wrongful evic-
tion. The personal umbrella policy 
can offer you extra protection for 
your automobiles, boats & PWC’s, 
Motorhomes, motorcycles, collector 
cars, and ATVs. Personal umbrella 
policies will offer the extra layer 
of liability to properties you own 
or properties you rent. These poli-
cies will cover legal defense costs 

for suits brought against you for a 
claim that would be covered under 
your umbrella. Some of the carriers 
offer you worldwide coverage. Most 
carriers can provide you with cover-
age up to $5 Million but there are 
other carriers that can provide you 
with more coverage. In most cases a 
personal umbrella policy with limits 
up to $5 million could cost you as 
little as one dollar per day. In today’s 
climate where multimillion dollar 
adjustments are not that uncommon 
anymore you can not afford to be 
without this reasonably cost cover-
age. 

There are so many scenarios that 
could occur in your everyday life that 
you need a personal umbrella for. 
You might be reading this thinking 
this would never happen to you but 
accidents happen everyday. Please 
reach out to your agent to discuss a 
personal umbrella today.

To discuss this and other matters, 
give Katie a call at 573-348-1731, 
and she will be more than happy to 
sit down and discuss it.

Katie Peacock, CISR

Lawmakers look at minimum wage
By Nancy Zoellner

Missouri’s minimum wage 
is currently $10.30 an hour. Per 
Proposition B, approved by the 
voters in 2018, it will continue 
to increase 85 cents per hour 
each year until it reaches $12 
an hour in 2023. 

However, House Bill 726 
might change that. 

Based on the concept that 
higher minimum wages elimi-
nate jobs, Rep. Cody Smith, R-
Carthage, filed a bill that slows 
the schedule for increasing the 
wage. After some back-and-
forth, his proposed bill would 
freeze the current minimum 
wage at $10.30 through 2023. 
Then in 2024, the rate would 
increase by 85 cents to $11.15 
and stay at that level through 
2025. In 2026, it would increase 
85 cents to reach the voter ap-

proved $12 an hour.
The Special Committee on 

Small Business heard the bill in 
late March and argued the pros 
and cons of steadily increasing 
the rate. Representative Danny 
Busick, a Republican who rep-
resents rural counties in the 
northern part of the state, said 
the wage is harmful to busi-
nesses who are already strug-
gling but Rep. Neil Smith, a 
Democrat from St. Louis, said 
people can’t pay their bills on 
$10.30 per hour. As of deadline 
for this issue of the Lake of the 
Ozarks Business Journal, the 
bill was not yet scheduled for 
another hearing nor was it on 
the calendar. 

Although some Lake area 
businesses start employees at 
minimum wage, many others 
pay higher to attract workers. 

Lakejob.com has numerous 
job openings posted with few 
starting at $10.30 per hour.

Dog Days/ Shorty Pants/ 
Wobbly Boots posted that they 
are looking for “reliable people” 
to fill openings for line cooks, 
prep cooks, dishwashers, por-
ters, food runners, bussers. 
They are advertising an hourly 
wage of $12 to $16 per hour.

EconoLift is seeking some-
one who can assemble using 
instructions and parts lists; 
gathering parts, subassem-
blies, tools, and materials. That 
job starts at $15 per hour.

Hi-Tech Auto Body and Tow-
ing needs auto parts counter 
salesperson, who will earn $12 
per hour and an office assistant 
position in Camdenton starts 
at $11.50 per hour.

continued from page 4
Workers and First Responders.

As in the past, organizers 
are looking for sponsors to help 
defray the costs of putting on 
the events. Sponsorship pack-
ages start at $100 and go up to 
$2,500. The higher the spon-
sorship amount, the more the 
business will be featured on 
promotional items. 

If COVID numbers continue 
to decline, organizers hope 
to bring back the children’s 
entertainers this year. In the 
past, face painters, clowns, 
magicians and the Lake Ozark 

Dance Party have been includ-
ed.

“Last year, COVID didn’t 
seem to deter anyone. Our 
crowds even seemed to be big-
ger than ever. Some of the peo-
ple wore masks but with the 
cars, trucks and motorcycles 
displayed from Bagnell Dam 
to the top of the Strip, there’s 
plenty of space for people to 

keep their distance. And the 
city installed hand sanitiz-
ing stations up and down the 
Strip so I think people looked 
at it as a safe way to get out, 
mingle and have a good time,” 

Schwartz said. “[judging] from 
the traffic we saw all winter 
and the increase we’ve seen 
since the weather turned warm 
– and with people relaxing a 
little now that the vaccine is 
available - I imagine this year 
we’ll be even busier, even if the 
pandemic is still going on.”

For more information on 
sponsorship, call Schwartz 
at 314-650-5767. For more in-
formation on the event, visit 
the Hot Summer Nights Face-
book page where updates will 
be posted.

Seeking a Few More “Kicks?”
Nothing says “Americana” 

more than the Main Street 
of America – Route 66. Those 
looking for a little nostalgia can 
find it a little easier with the re-
cently developed offline Route 
66 Navigation App. Developed 
by Touch Media, the app can 
provide you with turn-by-turn 
instructions, it provides points 
of interest that are compiled by 
state and it includes a calendar 
that allows Route 66 events to 
be submitted for inclusion. The 
app also offers a “passport” that 
allows holders to collect unique 
stamps at 28 different locations 
along the route and to get free 
souvenirs and discounts at par-
ticipating businesses. Route 66 
Navigation was created with 
help from author Jim Hinckley, 
who has written 19 books in-
cluding “100 Things to Do on 
Route 66 Before You Die.” For 
more information, visit https://
www.route66navigation.com/ 
or download the free app on 
your phone.

History on wheels

Photo: Funlake.com



Lake of the Ozarks Business JournalApril, 2021Page 18

As the Lake Churns
Spring 
Market

As we reach the Spring market 
and look back at the � rst quarter 
of 2021, lake area real estate sales 
show no signs of slowing down.  

I’ve been reviewing the inven-
tory levels over the last few years 
beginning in 2016.  For comparison 
I am using the category of lakefront 
home listings.  

 In January of 2016, there were 
700 lakefront homes on the mar-
ket on average on any given day.   
That number increased to 753 in 
February of 2016 and continued to 
increased each month until June.  
In June of 2016, lakefront home 
inventory had peaked for the year 
at 1,001 and inventory returned to 
671 lakefront homes in December.

It is typical for the inventory 
to ebb and � ow each year and it 
usually reaches its highest point in 
June or July.

As the market improved each 
year, the overall average inventory 
dropped.  That’s a pretty obvious 
result of increased demand and no 
surprise.

That brings us to this year, 2021.  
In January of this year the average 
lakefront home inventory was 208.  
That’s a decrease of 12.6 percent 
compared to the inventory in the 
previous month of December 2020.  
It is still “normal” for inventory to 
decrease from December to January 
although in the past I think that is 
due to people taking their property 
off the market as much, if not more, 
than it is due to sales.  I’m speak-
ing strictly anecdotally since I don’t 
have a way to de� nitely track this, 
but I feel this inventory decrease is 
due to the sales.

In February 2021, when we 
would expect to see an increase 
in average active lakefront home 
inventory, the market experienced 
another decrease of 16.3 percent 

from January levels to February lev-
els of 174 lakefront homes.

As I wrap this up on March 30th, 
the full average inventory data is 
not yet available for March.  I can 
tell you that today there are just 63 
lakefront homes actively available. 

 Something we don’t have a 
shortage of is available agents.  
There are currently 911 members of 
our local Multiple Listing Systems 
and growing daily.  You’ll have 
plenty of selection when it comes 
to getting help � nding a lake home.  
I’d love to have the opportunity!

  All sales data obtained from 
the Bagnell Dam and Lake of the 
Ozarks Board of Realtors Multiple 
Listing System for the years 2016 
through March 30, 2021.

C. Michael Elliott and Associates 
is a boutique, privately owned of-
� ce.  Please give us a call if you are 
considering buying or selling, we’ll 
explain our services in detail and 
you can decide if we are a good � t 
for you.

Michael Elliott has been selling 
real estate at the Lake of the Ozarks 
since 1981.  He is one of the most 
respected brokers in the area.  If you 
would like to work with Michael in 
the sale or purchase of property, or 
have interest in a career in real es-
tate, contact him at 573.365.SOLD 
or cme@yourlake.com  or stop by C. 
Michael Elliott & Associates, 3738 
Osage Beach Parkway.

Real Estate and Lake News 
with C. Michael Elliott

Celebrate the 51st Earth Day, keep 
the Lake clean with LOWA
By Nancy Zoellner

Native plants are adapted 
to the climate and soil condi-
tions where they naturally oc-
cur so they’re easier to keep. 
They provide food for the in-
sects, birds and other animals 
that live in the area so they’re 
more valuable to the environ-
ment. They don’t require fertil-
izers and pesticides and they 
require less water than other 
plants so they’re easier and less 
expensive to maintain. 

But the best news is that nu-
merous plants and trees that 
are native to Missouri can be 
ordered from the Lake of the 
Ozarks Watershed Alliance 
(LOWA) this month at a much 
lower price than what gar-
deners would pay at the store. 
Wildflowers and sedges/grass-
es in quart-sized pots are $4.50; 
trees and shrubs in quart-sized 
pots are $6 and gallon-sized 
pots are $7.50.

“By planting natives, you 
bring lasting beauty to your 
landscape while helping polli-
nators and controlling erosion 
at the same time. We are very 
pleased that LOWA can make 
these beautiful, healthy Mis-
souri native plants available 
to gardeners in the Lake area,” 
said Donna Swall, executive di-
rector of LOWA,

This spring, because of CO-
VID, they will again be han-
dling distribution a little dif-
ferently than they have in past 
years. 

Swall said all plants must be 
ordered in advance – none will 
be available the day of the plant 
pickup. Plant orders will be ac-
cepted online through April 12. 
Then on April 22, those who 
ordered will need to pick their 
plants up in person between 3 
and 6 p.m. at the Sunrise Beach 
Fire Station located at 30 Por-
ter Mill Springs Drive in Sun-
rise Beach. Payment must be 
by check, which is preferred, 
or cash – no credit cards – but 
everyone must bring exact 
change, “unless people want 

to just donate the change to 
LOWA. And that will be very 
much appreciated,” Swall said.

To see the plant list and 
make an order, visit the web-
site, www.Lowatershed.org 
and click on the Events tab.

LOWA also provided some 
gardening tips. Those who 
want to attract humming-
birds should plant Foxglove, 
Beardtongue, Blue Sage, Gar-
den Phlox, Wild Columbine or 
Shining Blue Star.

Those who want to feed but-
terflies and their caterpillars 
need to plant Purple Coneflow-
er, Swamp Milkweed, Prairie 
Blazing Star or any Goldenrod 
(Showy, Cliff, etc.) or any Aster.

To feed the bees plant Gold-
enrods, Blazing Stars, Hairy 
Mountain, Mint, Blue Sage, 
Lanceleaf Coreopsis or Asters. 

Goldenrods are not the 
plants that play havoc with 
your allergies. It’s ragweed, 
according to a LOWA press re-
lease.
PRESERVING, PROTECTING AND 
IMPROVING

As part of its proactive ap-
proach to keep the Lake clean, 
Swall said LOWA also needs 
volunteers who would be will-
ing to help collect water sam-
ples as part of a two-year study 
of Lake of the Ozarks.

“The collection sites will be 
around Bagnell Dam, just be-
low the mouth of the Gravois 
and the Grand Glaize so the 
water will be what’s coming 
out of those arms; around the 
19-mile marker, which is the 
Grand Glaize; at around the 39 
to 31-mile marker, which is the 
Niangua; then we’ll be collect-
ing somewhere between the 
42-and-45-mile marker. We’ll 
be collecting samples every 
Wednesday from May through 
September, this year and next. 
LOWA will supply all the equip-
ment. It’s part of LOWA’s mis-
sion to be proactive,” Swall 
said, adding that although she 
has one person signed up for 
each site, she would like to have 

at least two so the volunteers 
could take turns collecting 
samples or at least have back-
ups in case they wanted to go 
out of town.

Although samples must be 
collected on Wednesdays, they 
can be collected at any time 
throughout the day or evening. 
Once they’re collected, they 
should be frozen until they are 
picked up for testing, which 
will be done at the University 
of Missouri.

“The study will show that 
the Lake is healthy. Because 
in 2017 and 2018 they found 
chlorophyl at the dam, because 
there was a small fish kill up 
the river, we were put on the 
list. This test will show that the 
Lake is healthy,” Swall said.

Training for collectors is 
set for 10 a.m. April 21 at the 
Sunrise Beach Fire District 
on Porter Mill Springs Drive – 
the same location as the plant 
pickup. Those who want more 
information or want to sign up 
should call Swall at 573-434-
4400.

In addition to needing help 
to collect samples, LOWA also 
needs financial support from 
the public, businesses and or-
ganizations to continue the 
work. 

“We read studies, write 
grants, and teach people what 
they need to do to keep the 
Lake healthy. I just finished 
writing a $370,000 grant to be 
able to do this water study and 
to expand the watershed plan, 
which only went from the dam 
to the 19-mile mark only. The 
new plan will extend all the 
way up the Gravois, all the way 
to Indian Creek, all the way up 
to the 42-to-45-mile marker,” 
Swall said. “Everyone was con-
cerned about being listed on 
the 303d list of impaired bodies 
of water but LOWA can conduct 
the studies so we can be proac-
tive instead of reactive. We can 
catch things ahead of time and 
keep the Lake off the lists – but 
we need help to do that.”

Send Your Public Event Information and News Releases to
Lakebusjournal@gmail.com

Please remember to include photos if available, captions detailing the photographs and your 
information in Word (.doc) files
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Crossword Puzzle
THEME: SCIENCE 101
ACROSS
1. Type of tide
5. Sin over tan
8. Schooner pole
12. Part of temple floor plan
13. Made a basket
14. *Main artery in the body
15. *____-carotene
16. Swear, not curse
17. Reputation-damaging gossip
18. *Physicist of theory of relativity 
fame
20. Salty drop
21. Turn upside down
22. Mark on Pinterest
23. *Everything around us
26. Porch in ancient Greece
30. Not St. or Blvd.
31. Percussion instrument
34. “Aim High... Fly-Fight-Win” 
org.
35. Walks like Long John Silver
37. “Dog ____ dog”
38. Like TV or phone in 2021
39. Measuring roll
40. Catch in a net
42. Gorilla or orangutan
43. Pull-over parkas
45. *One of B-vitamins
47. Anger
48. Open disrespect
50. Full of excitement
52. *Explanations that can be 
tested and verified
55. Words to live by
56. Sword handle
57. Large West African republic
59. “Encore!”
60. Unrivaled
61. From a second-hand store
62. Cleopatra’s necklace
63. Second solfa syllable, pl.
64. Makes stitches

Solution page 17
DOWN
1. Pick up a perpetrator
2. Dueling weapon in “The Three 
Musketeers”
3. ____ Spumante
4. Treat for Dumbo
5. Witches’ get-together
6. Egg-shaped
7. Made with stitches
8. *Product of mass and velocity of 
an object
9. *Equals length times width
10. *Alpha Centauri A., e.g.
11. Toni Morrison’s “____ Baby”
13. Like rheumy eyes
14. On the move
19. Four-eyes’ gear
22. Short for “politician”
23. Tiny European republic
24. Type of flu
25. Moderato, e.g.
26. Toupée spot
27. *Scientist Newton
28. *Wrist bones
29. More than occasional
32. Department store department
33. “Pow!”
36. *Mendeleev’s ____ table
38. Bake, as in eggs
40. Make bigger
41. Persnickety
44. *Ar, inert gas
46. Bad blood
48. Use a shoe polish
49. *Smallest units of life
50. Jason’s ship
51. Wheel inside old clock
52. God of thunder
53. Alleviate
54. Boatload
55. Tom of “Tom and Jerry”
58. Dog tags

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.MIX927.COM  

WEEKDAYS 6AM - 10AM

FOLLOW US

THETHE

With Mike & JeffWith Mike & Jeff
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St. Louis / Lake Ozark -  573-552-8145   •  Toll free at  888-318-1346  •  101 Crossings West Drive Suite 200 - Lake Ozark, MO

+ creative design  + quality construction  + competitive pricing  + professional turn-key execution 

See us on  

and  

 outdoor l iv ing  -  pools  -  decks    

new homes - remodels - addit ions 

schedule a no-cost consultation or request a free estimate

www.TXRAC.comVISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE
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powered by

Smart Security

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
NO OBLIGATION | CONTACT US NOW!

Relax. It’s covered while you’re away.

Security Alarm Systems provided 
by ACF Alarm Company 
email: sales@securitystl.com

John Mueller
314-575-1396

A Simple App on your phone to keep an eye on your 
home when you’re not there.
· Remotely control your security system, locks and 

thermostat.
· Receive alerts when activity is detected.
· Watch live or recorded video.

TUTTLE’S TOWER
Observation towers were 

popular with travelers and va-
cationers at the Lake in the ear-
ly decades because there was 
so much timber bordering U.S. 
Highway 54 and State Highway 
5 that the Lake was visible only 
where the highway crossed the 
Lake or there was a clearing 
for a business. Tuttle’s Tower, 

shown shortly after completion 
in the accompanying photo 
(photographer unknown), was 
built in 1936 by E. V Tuttle, the 
former postmaster of Zebra, 
which became Osage Beach in 
1935. Tuttle lost his job when 
the Zebra post offi ce was dis-
continued so he built the Bue-
na Visita (Beautiful View) Hotel 
near where the Zebra Post Of-

fi ce building formerly stood. 
The hotel and tower were along 
the north side of Highway 54 
in Osage Beach between the 
rock building now occupied by 
Wobbly Boots and King’s Plaza.

“I have been dreaming of 
that tower for 30 years,” Tuttle 
was quoted as saying after-
wards. “Long before I knew 
of this location a picture of 

the tower began to develop in 
my mind . . .” Before building 
the tower, Tuttle visited three 
states studying roadside obser-
vation towers to get ideas.

Around the roof of the four-
story tower he built a solid 
guard rail three-and-a-half feet 
high. Though not shown in the 
photo here, he added fl owering 
vines that eventually spread 
around the corners and had 
lounge chairs in the tower so 
people could relax and enjoy 
the fabulous view.

E. V Tuttle also had a mu-
seum in the hotel that featured 
Indian and Civil War relics, 
geological specimens and fos-
sils. He claimed there was also 
an old Indian mound at the 
site. In later years the business 
became known as Tuttle’s Tow-
er Hotel, Tower Hotel and even-
tually Van’s Tower Hotel. The 
 tower and hotel were demol-
ished more than 50 years ago. �

We present these past Glimpses 
in retrospect. Dwight passed away 
in late November, 2020.

This historical sketch is from 
the collection of H. Dwight Weaver 
and ran in September, 2011.

Weaver is the author of six 
books on the history of Lake of 
the Ozarks.

Visit his works at 
www.lakeoftheozarksbooks.com 
to obtain more information or to 
purchase one online.

GLIMPSES OF THE LAKE’S PAST With Dwight Weaver
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Register to Win a New Harley-Davidson
Fourty-Eight 1200 Sportster!
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SERVING THE LAKE OF THE OZARKS AREA

The Membership of the Lake of the 
Ozarks Marine Dealers Association

All About Boats 
3597 Osage Beach Parkway Osage Beach MO 
65065 (573) 302-4100  
mtylersanders@yahoo.com  
http://www.boatozarks.com

Aqua Pest Solutions, LLC 
1105 Runabout Drive Osage Beach MO 
65065(800) 718-1869 
aquapestsolutions@gmail.com  
http://www.aquapestsolutions.com

Atlas Docks, LLC  
248 Keystone Industrial Park Dr 
Camdenton MO 65020 (573) 346-3625 
jason@atlasdocks.com  
http://www.atlasdocks.com

B & M Manufacturing Company  
1150 Old South 5 Camdenton MO 65020 
(573) 346-7246 mb@haulritetrailers.net  
http://www.haulritetrailers.net

Benne Media 160  
highway 42 Kaiser MO 65047 
(573) 348-1958 gsullens@mix927.com  
http://www.lakebusjournal.com

Bergers Marina  
PO Box 517 Lake Ozark MO 65049 
(573) 365-2337 dan@bergersmarina.com  
http://www.bergermarina.net

Big Thunder Marine  
PO BOX 759 Lake Ozark MO 65049 
(573) 964-3499 sales@bigthundermarine.com  
http://www.bigthundermarine.com

BoBo Ladders  
PO Box 280 Moberly MO 65270 
(660) 269-3404 janiman@orscheln.com  
http://www.orschelnproducts.com

Bob’s No Wake Zone Boating Radio Show  
4655 Osage Beach Parkway, St A  
Osage Beach MO 65065 (660) 492-2720 
nowakebob@gmail.com  
http://www.bobsnowakezone.com

Bridgeport Jet Ski  
PO Box 186 Osage Beach MO 65065 
(573) 348-1020 sales@bridgeportjetski.com  
http://bridgeportjetski.com

Camdenton Area Chamber of Commerce  
PO Box 1375 Camdenton MO 65020 
(573) 346-2227 info@camdentonchamber.com  
http://www.camdentonchamber.com

Captain Ron’s Bar & Grill  
PO Box 568 Sunrise Beach MO 65079 
(573) 374-8400 duggan@usmo.com  
http://www.captainronsatthelake.com

Captain’s Choice  
PO Box 321 Osage Beach MO 65065 
(573) 216-0630 boatliftremotes@gmail.com  
http://boatliftremotecontrol.com

Castaway Customs Midwest  
PO Box 155 Jackson MO 63755 (573) 579-1334 
ellie@castawaycustoms.com  
www.castawaycustomsmwsc.com

Catalyst Electric  
31 Rockhouse Road Linn Creek MO 65052 
(573) 552-8488 office@catalystelectric.com  
www.catalystelectric.com

Crabco/Rough Water Dock  
PO Box 1225 Sunrise Beach MO 65079 
(573) 374-0470 john@roughwaterdock.com  
www.roughwaterdock.com

D & B Dock, Inc.  
166 Sparrow Drive Climax Spring MO 65324 
(573) 347-2327 dbdock@att.net  
www.dbdocks.com

Dock Dealers  
183 Conquistador Drive Camdenton MO 65020 
(573) 347-0505 steve@dockdealers.com  
www.dockdealers.com

Dock Realty/Dock Lifeguard  
PO Box 8 Lake Ozark MO 65049 (573) 374-8849 
dave@dockrealty.com www.dockrealty.com

DockGlide  
54 Kays Point Ct Four Seasons MO 65049 
(573) 693-0041 lisa@dockglide.com  
www.dockglide.com

DockWorks, LLC  
18 Penrose Drive Eldon MO 65026 
(573) 964-1919 dockworks@dockworks.net  
www.dockworks.net

Dog Days, LLC  
1232 Jeffries Road Osage Beach MO 65065 
(573) 348-9797 barrettrestaurants@gmail.com 
www.dogdays.ws

Econo Lift Boat hoist Inc.  
PO Box 377 Camdenton MO 65020  
(573) 346-7161 econoliftmegan@gmail.com 
www.econolift.com

Fibersteel Boat Lifts  
3910 N Old Hwy 5 Camdenton MO 65020 
(573) 346-9688 fibersteel@socket.net  
www.lakeboatlifts.com

First State Bank Mortgage  
4655 B Osage Beach Parkway Osage Beach MO 
65065 (573) 746-7211 mlasson@fsbfinancial.com 
www.yourlakeloan.com

Firstmate, Inc.  
410 Century Business Drive Labadie MO 63055 
(866) 570-9707 support@firstmatecontrols.com 
www.firstmatecontrols.com

Formula Boats of Missouri  
4810 Formula Drive Osage Beach MO 65065 
(573) 302-8000 chadn@formulaboatsmo.com 
www.formulaboatsmo.com

G & G Marina  
1528 Maritime Lane Roach MO 65787 
(573) 346-2433 larry@ggmarina.com  
www.ggmarina.com

Golden Rule Insurance Agency  
PO Box 810 Osage Beach MO 65065 
(573) 348-1731 nick@goldenruleinsurance.com 
www.goldenruleinsurance.com

Iguana Marine Group  
4773 Osage Beach Parkway Osage Beach MO 
65065 (573) 321-5677  
info@iguanamarinegroup.com  
www.iguanamarinegroup.com

Jesse Your Lake Friend-RE/MAX  
4595 Osage Beach Parkway #27 Osage Beach MO 
65065 (573) 302.2335 jesse@yourlakefriend.com 
www.yourlakefriend.com

Kelly’s Port  
5250 Dude Ranch Rd Osage Beach MO 65065 
(573) 348-4700 kyle@kellysport.com  
www.kellysport.com

Kwik Kar Dockside Boat Cleaning  
3730 Osage Beach Parkway Osage Beach MO 
65065 (573) 552-8460  
Jesse.Witt@kwikkarmo.com  
www.kwikkarmo.com/dockside

Studio M Publishing, LLC  
PO Box 1457 Lake Ozark MO 65049 
(573) 365-2288 jennifer@lakeprofile.com  
www.loprofile.com

Lake Area Chamber of Commerce  
PO Box 1570 Lake Ozark MO 65049 
(573) 964-1008 kcloke@lakeareachamber.com 
www.lakeareachamber.com

Lake Media  
4427 Osage Beach Parkway A-300 Camdenton 
MO 65020 (573) 346-2132  
tgoessmann@localiq.com  
www.lakenewsonline.com

Lake of the Ozarks Convention & Visitor Bur 
PO Box 1498 Osage Beach MO 65065 
(573) 348-1599 tim@funlake.com  
www.funlake.com

Lake Printing Company  
6815 Hwy 54 Osage Beach MO 65065 
(573) 346-0600 brad.sprieck@lakeprinting.com 
www.lakeprinting.com

Lake Race LLC  
P.O. Box 219, Lake Ozark MO 65049 
(573) 434-0611 Tom@ozarksamp.com  
www.lakerace.com

Lake West Chamber of Commerce  
PO Box 340, 125 Oddo Dr. Sunrise Beach MO 
65079 (573) 374-5500  
director@lakewestchamber.com  
www.lakewestchamber.com

Lake West Marine, LLC  
350 South Main Laurie MO 65037 
(573) 372-8115 bob@lakewestmarine.com  
www.lakewestmarine.com

LakeExpo  
PO Box 1805 Osage Beach MO 65065 
(573) 207-9004 brent@lakeexpo.com  
www.lakeexpo.com

Lakefront Living Realty  
4631 Windsor Drive Lake Ozark MO 65049 
(573) 693-1613 stacey@lakefrontliving.com  
www.lakefrontliving.com/mo

Laurie Tent & Event Rental  
14120 North State Hwy 5 Sunrise Beach MO 
65079 (573) 374-8368  
laurietentrental@gmail.com  
www.laurierental.com

LOTO Lift, LLC 
4971 Old Rt. 5, Camdenton, MO 65065 
573.873.6058 lotolift@gmail.com 
www.lotolift.com

Marine Concepts, LLC  
415 Kaiser Industrial Park Kaiser MO 65047 
(913) 908-7223 marineconcepts@ymail.com 
www.worldsbestboatcover.com

MarineMax  
3070 Bagnell Dam Blvd Lake Ozark MO 65049 
(573) 365-5382 dale.law@marinemax.com  
www.marinemax.com

Marty’s Marine  
6755 Hwy 54 Osage Beach MO 65065 
(573) 346-0023 sales@martysmarine.com  
www.martysmarine.com

Midwest Boating Center 
8 Rauscher Dr., St. Louis, MO 63124 
573.286.6079 jason@midwestboatingcenter.com 
www.midwestboatingcenter.com

Midwest Touchless Boat Covers  
613 SE Brentwood Lee’s Summit MO 64063 
(816) 985-6542 boatcoverguy@outlook.com  
www.midwestboatcovers.com

Nauti Renovations  
22024 Saddlefield Court Warrenton MO 63383 
(636) 359-5899 nautirenovations@gmail.com 
www.aquatraction.com

One Source Services, LLC  
305 North Locust Ave, PO Box 487 Linn Creek MO 
65052 (573) 502-9350  
marty@onesourceservices.net  
www.onesourceservices.net

Otto Construction Inc.  
PO Box 1821 Lake Ozark MO 65049  
(573) 693-3772 james@ottoconstruction.biz  
www.ottoconstruction.biz

Paradise Upholstery & Canvas, LLC  
1124 Spring Valley Road Osage Beach MO 65065 
(573) 216-7214 pete@paradiseupholstery.com 
www.paradiseupholstery.com

PDQ Marine Services, LLC  
PO Box 2489 Lake Ozark MO 65049  
(573) 365-5900 pdqmarineservice@hotmail.com 
www.pdqmarine.com

Performance Boat Center  
1650 Yacht Club Drive Osage Beach MO 65065 
(573) 873-2300  
brett@performanceboatcenter.com  
www.performanceboatcenter.com

Poly Lift Boat Lifts  
PO Box 135 Sunrise Beach MO 65079 
(573) 374-6545 mark@polylift.com  
www.polylift.com

Premier 54 Motor Sports, LLC 
4370 Osage Beach Parkway Osage Beach MO 
65065 (573) 552-8550 rich@premier54.com 
www.premier54.com

RMI Golf Carts  
19882 West 156 St Olathe KS 66062 
(913) 829-1211 mrogers@rmigolfcarts.com  
www.rmigolfcarts.com

Showcase Publishing  
2820 Bagnell Dam Blvd., B-1 Lake Ozark MO 
65049 (573) 365-2323 spublishingco@msn.com 
www.lakeoftheozarkssecondhome.com

Summerset Boat Lifts, Inc.  
1165 Jeffries Rd Osage Beach MO 65065 
(573) 348-5073 info@summersetboatlifts.com 
www.summersetboatlifts.com

Surdyke Yamaha & Marina  
5863 Osage Beach Pkwy Osage Beach MO 65065 
(573) 348-6575 greg@surdykeyamaha.com  
www.surdykeyamaha.com

The Dock Box Guy, LLC  
PO Box 3627 Camdenton MO 65020 
(573) 836-5304 thedockboxguy@gmail.com  
www.thedockboxguy.com

The Real Estate Book  
30 Old Duckhead Road Lake Ozark MO 65049 
(573) 219-0326 hcpage@aol.com  
www.realestatebook.com/homes/usa/mo/lake-ozark

The Wagner Agency, LLC  
PO Box 724 Lake Ozark MO 65049 (573) 302-0001 
cwagner1@farmersagent.com  
www.lakeoftheozarksmarineinsurance.com

Towboat US LOTO  
PO BOX 1356 Lake Ozark MO 65049 
(573) 216-4701 laketow1@gmail.com  
www.firstmateyachtservices.com

Trico Open Water Dock Co.  
6000 Baydy Peak Road Osage Beach MO 65065 
(573) 348-2737 patrick@openwaterdocks.com 
www.openwaterdocks.com

Village Marina & Yacht Club  
107 Village Marine Road Eldon MO 65026 
(573) 365-1800 markbrick@villagemarina.com 
www.villagemarina.com

Voyage Marine & Storage, LLC  
PO BOX 1060 Lake Ozark MO 65049  
(573) 365-5900  
info@voyagemarineandstorage.com  
www.voyagemarineandstorage.net

Yacht Club Powersports  
4760 Formula Drive Osage Beach MO 65065 
(573) 348-6200 dan@ycpowersports.com  
www.ycpowersports.com 
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Crabco LLC

Custom Dock Construction

SUPPORT  
OUR TROOPS

Moves  •  Repairs  •  Add-Ons  •  Barge  •  24/7 Emergency Service
573-374-0470  |  www.RoughWaterDock.com  |  Hwy  5 & Lk Rd 5-31 • Sunrise Beach

Certified Dock Builders

powered by

Smart Security

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
NO OBLIGATION | CONTACT US NOW!

Relax. It’s covered while you’re away.

Security Alarm Systems provided 
by ACF Alarm Company 
email: sales@securitystl.com

John Mueller
314-575-1396

A Simple App on your phone to keep an eye on your 
business when you’re not there.
· Remotely control your security system, locks and 

thermostat.
· Receive alerts when activity is detected.
· Watch live or recorded video.

Advertise in the Business Journal!

573-348-1958
It’s a great way to reach the thousands of visitors the Lake area has each year! Your 
advertisement is delivered to hundreds of locations all around and in the Lake area! Call today!



Lake of the Ozarks Boating April, 2021 Page 28

YOUR 
PARADISE 
AWAITS!

OPEN 7 
DAYS  

A WEEK
April - October

573-374-4777  |  paradiseatthelake.com
430 TROPICAL TRAIL RD., SUNRISE BEACH, MO 65079

24 MILE MARKER by water @PARADISELOZ • @PARADISE.LOZ

LIVE TROPICAL MUSIC 
LUNCH and DINNER
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Lifetime Tank Warranty
5-Yr warranty on our USA Made Galvanized Steel

Safety Valves  •  Ground Fault
Deck-Mounted Boxes

Trusted by Lake of the Ozarks
Boat Owners for more than 35 Years!

We Sell Lifts For Everything From 
PWCs to Cruisers!

Find Us Online!

www.econolift.com  •  573-346-7161

From Highway 5, Take Pier 31 Exit Then Right on Old Route 5

No Reground Plastic, No Pigment or 
Harsh Chemicals that could weaken the 

integrity of the tank!

Boat Lifts for Speedboats, Pontoons, Fishing Boats, Waverunners & more
Boat Lifts to support up to 20,000 lbs

Econo Lift uses only the highest quality 
materials in its boat hoists. We use a totally 

enclosed polyethylene tank for more stability in 
open or high traf� c water situations & durable, 

completely galvanized metal parts!

BOAT LIFT SYSTEMS

We do not contract our service! We have our own 
service team employed by Econo Lift Boat Hoist!

SHALLOW 
WATER 
LIFTS

AVAILABLE!
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COMING SOON TO THE BAGNELL DAM STRIP!

MAY 2021

1076 BAGNELL DAM BLVD., LAKE OZARK, MO  |  573.964.6064

0 MM - STRIP ACCESS

TACOS • BURRITOS • BOWLS • SIGNATURE MARGARITAS

HOSTING
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Osage Beach 

573-348-5073 

 

Camdenton 

573-873-5073 

Lifting your dreams…from canoes to cruisers.   

www.SummersetBoatLifts.com 

Exclusive Galva-Hoist Dealer  

New and Used Lifts 

573-348-4594
www.americansuncontrol.com

Protect Your Boat
Harmful UV can damage Gelcoat and fade fabrics

Dock shades and 
curtains from 
American Sun 
Control are designed 
to keep harmful 
UV light out, and 
provide protection 
from the elements... 
affordably!

1286 Bagnell Dam Blvd - (573) 240-2274 - Open 11am Wed. - Sat.

If the Bar’s
Open, We’re

Cookin’!
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1345 Bagnell Dam Blvd, Lake Ozark • (573) 693-9792 • MaltedMonkey.com 

ROPES COURSE
and RESTAURANT

        -  M u s t  b e  4 0 ”  t a l l  to  e n te r  t h e  c o u r s e

           A n d  4 8 ”  t a l l  w i t h o u t  a  g u a rd i a n

        -  M u s t  b e  u n d e r  3 0 0  l b s

        -  S h o e s  m u s t  h a ve  h ee l  o r  h ee l  s t ra p

SHAKES, DOGS, 

BURGERS AND MORE!  
Good eats & amazing sweets!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Sunday–Thursday 11am - 10pm

Friday & Saturday 11am -10:30pm

ASK ABOUT 
PARTIES & EVENTS 

Birthdays • Team-Building • Groups

EXPERIENCE FAMILY FUN 

AT THE LAKE!

CRAZY DELICIOUS TREATS!
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$89,900 
2014 BENNINGTON 2875 QCWIO

$68,900 
2013 BENNINGTON 28 QCWIO

$89,900 
2009 REGAL 3350

CUDDY/CRUISERS
1993 REGAL VENTURA 8.3 VOLVO 5.7  .................................$11,900
1999 FORMULA 31 PC TWIN MERC 7.4  ...............................$47,500
2009 REGAL 3350 CUDDY TWIN VOLVO 5.7 GXI DP  ............$89,900
1998 REGAL COMMODORE 322 TWIN MERC 7.4  .................$39,900
2006 RINKER 360 EXPRESS TWIN VOLVO 8.1  ...................$120,000
1999 FORMULA 400 SS TWIN VOLVO 8.2  ............................$94,900

BOWRIDERS
2000 SEA RAY 260 MERC 7.4 MPI  ......................................$24,900
2005 RIVA 33 SUNRIVA TWIN TURBO DIESEL  ....................$299,900
2005 CROWNLINE 240 EX W/TRL MERC 350 MAG  ..............$32,900
1997 THOMPSON 29 COMBO W/TRL 7.4  .............................$21,000
2008 CROWNLINE 21 SS W/TRL 5.0 GL  ...............................$34,900

PONTOONS
2014 BENNINGTON 2875 QCWIO VOLVO V8 380  .................$74,900
2018 BENNINGTON 30 QSRAX2 TWIN MERC 350  ..............$163,900
2014 BENNINGTON 2875 QCWIO SPORT TOWER VOLVO 380  $89,900
2013 BENNINGTON 28 QXWIO VOLVO 5.7 GXI  .....................$68,900

GAS PRICES
THE LAKE’S BEST

SHIP’S STORE           SERVICE AVAILABLE
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JOIN US AT THE IN-WATER BOAT SHOW APR. 16-18

160 N. Hwy 42 - Kaiser MO 65047 |  573-348-1958 Tel.  |  573-348-1923 Fax.
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SummersetBoatLifts.com • 573-348-5073


